
U.S. ARMY TMDE SUPPORT 
COORDINATOR TRAINING
This training presentation is updated annually during the month of 
October.

1 October 2015



Excerpt from AR 750-43 “Maintenance of Supplies and Equipment -
Army Test, Measurement, and Diagnostic Equipment”:

6–4. Support coordinator
Each command, installation, and unit that uses TMDE will designate a 

TMDE C&RS coordinator in writing. The coordinator will act as the 
central point of contact for TMDE C&RS matters. The TMDE 
coordinator will be responsible and have authority for monitoring 
the command, installation, or unit TMDE management program. 
This program will be consistent with this regulation and AR 750–1. 
Should conflict between this regulation and AR 750–1 arise 
regarding TMDE C&RS, this regulation takes precedence.

The objectives of this training is to introduce and provide you with  
the necessary information to assist in performing your duties as 
a TMDE Support Coordinator.



Why Calibrate?
As components age and equipment undergoes changes in 

temperature or sustains mechanical stress, critical performance 
gradually degrades.  

This is called "Drift". 

When this happens, your test results become unreliable and quality 
suffers.  

While drift cannot be eliminated, it can be detected and contained 
through the process of calibration.  



What is Calibration?
Calibration is simply the comparison of instrument performance 

to a standard of known accuracy. 

Instruments are chosen for an application based on their ability 
to make measurements with an appropriate level of accuracy 
- the accuracy capability of an instrument is defined in its 
"Specifications".  

A specification is a numerical value, or range of values, that 
bounds the performance of a product parameter.  

Calibration is the process of regularly verifying an instrument's 
performance to determine whether it is still within those 
specifications and hence still suitable for the task. 



Traceability
The objective of the Army’s TMDE program is to ensure accurate 

and serviceable TMDE is available for Army use with 
measurement accuracies traceable to the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST). 

The integrity of the Army’s TMDE program is based on a hierarchy 
of traceable calibration accuracies.

The accuracy of a calibration can be traced from the owner’s item 
of TMDE to the standards used by the Local TMDE Support 
Team with subsequent traceability of supporting standards 
through Army Calibration Laboratories to the NIST.



Calibration Intervals
Calibrations need to be done on a planned, periodic basis based on 

the required calibration interval. 

This interval relates to the amount of time between each calibration 
event for a particular piece of  TMDE where degradation of 
assigned specifications, known as drift, would be at an 
acceptable amount. 

Since the performance of everything on Earth degrades with time, 
or use (or potential abuse) the expected accuracy must relate to 
a given period, and again we call this period the calibration 
interval. 



Verifying Equipment
There are normal day to day operations that an operator will 

perform to verify that their equipment is operating under normal 
conditions. 

While these operations are necessary, they do not meet the 
requirements in place to ensure the specifications of the test 
equipment are being maintained. 



Operator Checks
An operator's check performs a basic functional test of a 

product, uses minimal accessory test equipment and is run 
on a regular basis by the end-user of the product. 

Its purpose is to detect broken instruments - it does not verify 
performance to specifications so it is no substitute to 
calibration.  

An operator's check may be internal to a product (such as a 
Self-Test). The procedure is executed by the product and 
may not require any external equipment or standards.



Operational Verification
Operational verification tests are performed by the operator and 

are used to verify instrument operation quickly with reasonable 
confidence. 

The test involves utilizing other test equipment in your possession 
to check out test equipment that you might suspect as having a 
problem or simply performing your own internal quality 
assurance.

These tests will most likely be found in the technical manuals for 
operator maintenance.  

Remember, operation verification procedures still do not verify that 
a product meets all specifications. 



Calibration Procedures
Calibration procedures verify that products or systems operate 

within the specifications intended.

Calibration refers to the process of measuring parameters and 
referencing the measurement to a calibration standard, rather 
than the process of adjusting products for optimum 
performance.

Calibration procedures include both performance tests and system 
verification procedures, are traceable to national standards, and 
specify adequate calibration standards.

Calibration procedures verify products meet the specifications by 
comparing measured parameters against a pass-fail limit which 
is the specification less any acceptable uncertainties. 



Duties and Responsibilities



Unit TMDE Coordinator
Someone at the local unit level has to monitor and control 

Test, Measurement, and Diagnostic Equipment (TMDE) 
that requires calibration or repair.

That person is the TMDE Support Coordinator. 

The TMDE Support Coordinator will identify the TMDE that 
requires calibration or repair, prepare all required 
documentation, turn in and pick up equipment, and keep 
the TMDE Support Activity (TSA) aware of any changes in 
TMDE status.

The TMDE Support Coordinator is the direct link to the 
TMDE Support Activity.



The TMDE Support Activity

The acronym “TSA” is a generic term used throughout this 
training to identify TMDE support organizations providing 
calibration and repair support. 



Get acquainted
One of the first things that the TMDE Support Coordinator 

should do is visit the local  TMDE Support Activity, (TSA). 

The TSA should have a Standing Operating Procedure 
(SOP) to help you understand your duties and 
responsibilities as the TMDE Support Coordinator.



Alternates

Some organizations may be required to appoint an 
alternate(s) TMDE Support Coordinator to assist in 
performing the mission.

Your local TSA will be your POC for this information.



Duties
The TMDE Support Coordinator is the direct link between the unit 

and the calibration facility.  As the single control point, the TMDE 
Support Coordinator ensures what calibration and repair needs 
are necessary and then abides by the schedules and procedures 
for obtaining the required support.

A knowledgeable TMDE Support Coordinator makes a smooth 
running, efficient, and dependable support program. 



Duties
• Serving as the central point of contact concerning 

TMDE calibration and repair.
• Develop and implement SOP(s) for identification, and 

control of TMDE requiring calibration and repair.
• Ensuring compliance with appropriate Department of 

the Army regulations and SOPs.
• Review the Instrument Master Record File (IMRF) to 

ensure that all TMDE are correctly listed and notify the 
TSA of any changes.

• Monitor the Projected List to make certain that TMDE is 
submitted in accordance with the published schedule.



Duties
• Ensures that all organizational maintenance has been performed 

on TMDE, and when necessary, submit the required accessories 
and manuals.

• Ensuring that TMDE not listed in TB 43-180 has a completed DA 
Form 3758 submitted with the item.

• Maintain a record of all items in storage and place DA Label 80 
with an over- stamped CBU on the items, (this will be discussed 
later).  Notify the TSA in writing of the items placed in storage.

• Reviews IMRF, labels, and forms to ensure they are properly 
annotated and only DA approved UIC's are being used.

• Monitor the Delinquent List to determine what TMDE was not 
submitted as scheduled and initiate action to obtain calibration 
services.



Forms and Labels

As the TMDE Support Coordinator you will need to 
become familiar with several DA Labels and Forms.

TB 750-25



DA Form 1687

Notice of Delegation of Authority - Receipt for Supplies, 
(also known as the Signature Card) 

The TMDE Support Activity SOP should be able to help 
you fill out the DA Form 1687 prior to turning in 
equipment.

Department of the Army Memorandum for Clarification 
to the DA Form 1687 signatory requirements dated 
08 Sept 2014 requires both hand written and digital 
signatures (no initials are required) for the identified 
authorized representatives.



DA Form 1687

YES YES

YES YES



DA Form 3758
DA Form 3758-R, Calibration and Repair Requirements 

Worksheet, will be submitted by TMDE owners when 
their TMDE is not listed in TB 43-180. 

Instructions for preparation are listed in TB 750-25 and 
assistance will be provided by the TSA’s personnel at 
your request.



DA Form 3758



DA Form 7372
DA Form 7372, TMDE Calibration and Repair Data, is 

completed and compiled by your local TSA's production 
control, but it is necessary for TMDE Support 
Coordinators to have a working understanding of the 
entries and what they mean.



TB 9-6625-2296-24
20090130-0001 12 AB123

10002435 AN/GRM122 00000

W1PLPC W1PLPC

6625014328369 01/30/2009 J C00 TS RADIO TS

BRAVO W1PLPC
X

B

FUND TYPE:    4                   JONO:    9R5998                    POC: BOB SMITH                   PHONE: 842-0600

W1PLPC
W1PLPC

B    1/30/2009
L                1/30/2009

GMD
GMD

SGT John Snuffy
Ima PC Clerk

30 Jan 2009

30 Jan 2009

T

Here are the entries that are the most important to you as the TMDE Support Coordinator:

Block  3  - Identification Code which is the Bar Code.  This Identification Code has a unique number.  
There are no two matching Identification Codes, unlike serial numbers, which may have matching 
numbers.

Block 7  - Owner UIC.  Do not use your DODAAC.  Be sure the Owner UIC is entered correctly.  You 
may be responsible for more than one UIC, for example a battalion coordinator.

Block 8  - Serial Number .  If an item has two serial numbers, use the joint electronics type designator 
system (JETDS) serial number.  Otherwise, use manufacture serial number.  Enter serial number 
exactly as shown on the data plate, including leading zeros, slashes, dashes, etc. The serial number 
can be up to 30 characters in length.

Block 9  - Model Number .  List the item as found in TB43-180.  Use JETDS number whenever 
possible.  For non-JETDS items, use the manufacture model number.

Block 15  - Nomenclature .  Use nomenclature as found in TB 43-180.  If the item is not listed in TB 
43-180, enter nomenclature IAW the abbreviations as listed.

* These blocks will make it easier for you to identify and to ensure that the TMDE does belong to your unit.



DA Form 7372
The DA Form 7372 will travel with the TMDE as it is 

calibrated at the TSA. 
Upon completion of the calibration a copy of the completed 

7372 will be returned to you with the calibrated 
instrument.

This copy serves as a final receipt of equipment and a 
record of support provided. 

Another copy remains with the TSA and serves as a record 
of services provided to you.



Condition Coding

After starting your duties as TMDE Support Coordinator, 
you will more than likely make an inventory of the 
TMDE assigned to your unit.

Occasions will arise where you will have to turn in excess 
equipment, obsolete equipment, or damaged 
equipment to the appropriate sources for disposition 
and further have it removed from the hand receipt.

Prior to this, you will have to have the equipment 
"Condition Coded" at your local TSA.  



Condition Coding
The TSA will place a stamp on the equipment paperwork 

attesting to the serviceability, condition, and readiness 
for issue of the equipment.  

This is a requirement for all turn-in of TMDE.  The local 
TSA will again assist you in this duty in explaining the 
program and the forms required.



DA Label 80 and 163
There are two types of DA Labels that are utilized with 

calibration, the DA Label 80 and DA Label 163. 

One of these two should be affixed to all of the TMDE in 
your unit, (unless the item was condition coded out).

If not, refer to TB 43-180, TB 750-25 and your TSA for 
assistance.



Label 80
The DA Label 80 lets the operator know when a piece of TMDE 

was calibrated and when it needs to be calibrated again.  It also 
identifies the equipment that has no restrictions or special 
conditions for its use. TMDE Support Coordinator should verify 
information on Label 80 matches information of DA Form 7372.

30 Mar 2009

GMD

US1234-3A WB40AA

TB 750-25

This date should match the ACTION DATE (Block 18) of DA 
Form 7372.

This date should match the DUE DATE (Block 12) of DA 
Form 7372.

Verify that this Serial Number matches the SERIAL NUMBER 
(Block 8) of DA Form 7372.

Verify this is your Unit Identification Code (UIC) and 
matches the OWNER UIC (Block 7) of DA Form 
7372.

Name of Technician performing calibration or Test Report 
Number. If there is a test report it should be with the TMDE.



DA Label 163
The DA Label 163 is used for Limited 

and Special Calibration.

Limited calibration indicates that some 
ranges or parameter could not be 
calibrated.

(SPECIAL CALIBR should be lined out)

Special Calibration is not normally used.   
(LIMITED CALBR will be lined through). 

A special calibration may be used when 
you require tighter tolerances than 
what the equipment is normally 
calibrated at.

Support Coordinator should verify the 
information on Label 163 matches 
the information on DA Form 7372.

15 Mar 2009 WB4002

5 Mar 2011 GMD

ABC-1312 WDKAEO

Pulse 
Modulation

NOT CALBR

Owner or Designated 
Representative

Signs Here
Cynthia Snortimor

(TB 750-25)



DA Label 80 Special Markings



- VOID -
Calibration of an instrument may become doubtful for 

many reasons.  
To avoid the use of an instrument of uncertain accuracy 

or when the calibration date exceeds the void date, 
the DA Label 80 or 163 shall be printed or over-
stamped with the word "VOID“.

VOID
TB 750-25



- CNR -
CNR (Calibration Not Required) overprinting is required for an 

instrument  that does not require calibration because of its use, 
but still supported by the TSA. 

Refer to TB 43-180 for items designated as CNR.

The CNR overprinted DA Label 80 can be obtained from the TSA.  
The overprinted DA Label 80 will be filled out by the TMDE 
Support Coordinator or designated alternate. 

16 Mar 2009

Gary Davenport
123456ABC-ZX/UCNR

TB 750-25



- CNR -

16 Mar 2009

Gary Davenport
123456ABC-ZX/UCNR

Enter the date in block 1. 

The label will be signed by the TMDE Support Coordinator in       
block 4.

Enter the instrument serial number in block 5.

TB 750-25



- CNR -
NOTE !

Identifying an instrument as CNR does not relieve the 
owner or user of its organizational maintenance 
responsibility or from obtaining repair support when 
the TMDE is determined to be unserviceable. 

CNR items will still require preventive maintenance 
when scheduled.



- CBU -
When TMDE is held in storage, it will require a "CBU" (Calibrate 

Before Use) overprint stamp.  The item must not be used until it 
is recalibrated and a valid DA Label 80 is attached. 

The overprinted DA Label 80 will be filled out by the TMDE Support 
Coordinator or designated alternate.

16 Mar 2009

Gary Davenport
19182-U41

CBU
TB 750-25



- CBU -

16 Mar 2009

Gary Davenport
19182-U41

CBU

Again, enter the date in block 1. 

The label will be signed by the TMDE Support Coordinator in 
block 4.

Enter the instrument serial number in block 5.

TB 750-25



- Administrative Storage -
Administrative storage of TMDE is the placement of instruments 

in a limited care and preservation status for periods of time.

Instruments that are placed in administrative storage do not 
require periodic calibration IAW calibration intervals specified 
in TB 43-180.  

All calibration records and labels must properly reflect the 
change in status.  

There is a requirement to conduct a review of the circumstances 
that require the use of administrative storage IAW AR 750-1.  



- Administrative Storage -

NOTE!
All items must be fully operational before being 

placed in administrative storage in a CBU 
status.



- Training -
For TMDE that is used in the school training courses that 

will not adversely affect training safety, training efficiency, 
or damage equipment, use the "TNG" (training aid) 
overprint.

Training aid TMDE does not receive scheduled cyclic 
calibration support, but calibration support may be 
obtained on an "as required" basis.



- Training -
The overprinted DA Label 80 will be filled out by the TMDE 

Support Coordinator or designated alternate.

The school commandant must approve TMDE designated 
as training aids.

16 Mar 2009

Gary Davenport

12356-121
TNG

TB 750-25



- EI -
Army Reserve and Army National Guard assigned 

TMDE requiring calibration at intervals less than one 
year may be extended to 360 days, if the TMDE is 
used solely during weekends and annual training 
periods and are identified in writing to the scheduling 
TSA.

This authority does not apply to aircraft, watercraft, and 
TMDE involved in safety of operations.  

DA Label 80 affixed to TMDE with extended intervals 
will be overprinted with "EI".



- Army Guidance -

TB 750-25
TB 43-180



- TB 750-25 -

MAINTENANCE OF 
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 

ARMY TEST, MEASUREMENT, AND 
DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT 

(TMDE) 
CALIBRATION AND REPAIR SUPPORT

(C&RS) 
PROGRAM



- TB 750-25 -
TB 750-25 provides guidance, procedures, and general 

information applicable to the Army TMDE Calibration and 
Repair Support program.

Specifically, this TB provides detailed information and 
instructions concerning the procedures and controls for 
ensuring accurate and traceable measurements, and 
prescribes required forms and records in accomplishing 
C&RS functions.

It also provides general instructions on how to obtain TMDE 
support and technical assistance.

* Acquire your copy ASAP and become familiar with it.



- TB 43-180 -
TB 43-180 lists the calibration and repair support 

requirements for test, measurement, and diagnostic 
equipment and calibration standards used in the support 
of equipment used by the fielded Army.  

The inspection / calibration of small arms and ammunition 
gages (SAAG) is also contained in this bulletin. 





- TB 43-180 -
TB 43-180 is For Official Use Only (FOUO) and can be acquired 

through LOGSA

https://www.logsa.army.mil

TB 43-180 reflects the policies and procedures for calibration 
and repair responsibilities as set forth in AR 750-43 and TB 
750-25.

This TB is applicable to all U. S. Army units, organizations, 
installations, activities, and commands which are responsible 
for the maintenance of the fielded Army equipment, schools 
and training centers, and Army National Guard (ARNG) and 
U. S. Army Reserve (USAR) units.

https://www.logsa.army.mil/


Instrument Master Record File (IMRF)



- TIMMS -
T (TMDE) I (Integrated) M (Material) M (Management) S (System).

The TIMMS software is an automated Calibration and 
Repair Support (C&RS) management system.

It is designed for the TSA to process C&RS information 
required to support management, control of 
scheduling, workloads, manpower, cost accounting, 
and supply. 



- Types of Listings -
There are several reports that TIMMS can generate. 

The three reports that you will see most often are IMRF (Instrument 
Master Record File), Projected Lists, and Delinquency Lists.

Your IMRF listing should contain 100% of all the TMDE in your unit.

The IMRF contains information such as serial numbers, model 
numbers, nomenclature, National Stock Number (NSN’s), last action 
date, and due calibration date.  

* This is one tool to help manage your TMDE.



- Maintain IMRF -
The TSA's are required to establish and maintain an IMRF.  
All TMDE must be listed on the IMRF, which also includes TMDE-

SP, CBU and CNR items.  
The IMRF for Field/Sustainment units is maintained by the 

supporting TSA if the Field/Sustainment has no organic 
management information system capabilities.  

The TMDE owner must advise the TSA of changes, additions, or 
deletions to the IMRF.  

The DA Form 7372 will be used as the basic source document for 
establishing and updating records in the IMRF. 

* The IMRF will be printed quarterly by the TSA.



- Projected List -
The Projected List projects what item(s) are due calibration 

through a selected number of days.  
The list is used by the TMDE owner to plan and manage 

the submission of TMDE for calibration.  
The TMDE Support Coordinator should coordinate with the 

TSA as to the exact date, time, and items for submission. 

* The Projected Items List will be printed monthly. 



Delinquent List
The Delinquent List indicates item(s) of  TMDE not 

submitted for calibration within the scheduled time frame. 
These items are not to be used until calibrated.
The list is a management tool used to determine the 

owner's compliance with the TMDE support program.

* The Delinquent List will be printed monthly.



Calibration Coordinators have access to the Master, 
Projected and Delinquent reports as well as the In-Shop 
Status Report via the Logistics Information Warehouse 
(LIW).

Go to this link: 
https://oampro.logsa.army.mil/oamcustomlogin/
and follow along with the instructions in the following slides.  

https://oampro.logsa.army.mil/oamcustomlogin/


.

Log in



.

Select App Warehouse



.

Type TMDE in the 
Keyword Search 
block…

…then select 
Create Shortcut



Select the TMDE app



Select link



Select Master, Delinquent or Projected List…

…then enter your OUIC…

…then select 
Run Activity Report



This is an example of a Master List

Reports can be saved as 
an Excel spreadsheet 
or a PDF file



IMRF Checklist
• Has all TMDE been identified to the support activity?
• Are procedures and controls established to verify the accuracy of  

your IMRF?
• Has the IMRF been bumped against the property book?
• Is TB 43-180 used to establish calibration requirements and 

intervals?
• Does the IMRF provide the correct identification, interval, due date, 

and date calibrated?
• Is this identified TMDE included in the Projected List?
• Does the instrument owner present information on all changes, 

additions, deletions, relocation, and errors to the TSA?
• Does the TMDE owner present TMDE for calibration IAW the 

schedule provided by the TSA?
• Are instrument users provided with a list of delinquent items that 

were not turned in for calibration when they were scheduled?



Conclusion
If you, the TMDE Support Coordinator, follow the 

guidelines offered in this training as well as the 
information available at your local TSA, it will be a 
simple matter to monitor TMDE status and it will be 
easier to identify and correct any discrepancies 
quickly and efficiently.

Confidence in your equipment is a major factor in 
completing your units mission. 

TMDE support plays an important role in that 
confidence.  



Certificate for Training
• For a certificate to show completion of this training, email 

the Training Team at U.S. Army TMDE Activity (USATA) 
Headquarters at Redstone Arsenal, Alabama.  One will 
be generated and sent to you by return email. The 
request for certificates must be made via official military 
or government email account.

• E-mail: Usarmy.redstone.amcom.list.usata-
training@mail.mil

mailto:Usarmy.redstone.amcom.list.usata-training@mail.mil
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